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Today’s Gospel abounds with great sermon themes: forgiveness, the sacrament of penance, the locked doors, he
scars, doubting Thomas and so much more.
Each of the Gospel readings during the Easter season highlights an important feature of our Easter faith. Here the
teaching o this Gospel is that our contact with the Risen Lord is through faith.
It is difficult not to be intrigued by the Gospel figure of Thomas. Thomas had spent as much time in the company
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of Christ as had the others. He too had heard the prophecies, the promises. If he was confused as to just what those
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promises meant, that was a confusion he certainly shared with all the others. It was a confused and frightened
group that gathered in the upper room those first few days after Easter. Certainly too, Thomas’ hope, his desire to
believe, was as strong as was any of the others. When he is finally confronted with the reality of the Risen Christ,
Dear Parishioner’s
I would like thank all of you for your very generous contributions to the Easter
Dues, and your on going generosity to the parish which is deeply appreciated .As
you know we had a special collection on Good Friday for the holy land, which
raised €611.00. Wishing you every Easter Blessing.
Fr Andrew .

his confession of faith is immediate and complete: “My Lord and my God.” Interestingly enough, Christ accepts
that confession equally immediately. He doesn’t really rebuke Thomas for his lack of faith.
But still, something in Thomas’ response was not as it should be, would have to be from then on, if Christ’s design was to be played out. If Christ does not rebuke Thomas’ faith, he does begin at least to reshape it, redirect it.
He does so in that enigmatic sort of ninth Beatitude: “Blessed are those who have not seen but have believed.” I
think we would be oversimplifying if we were to take that as Christ sort of singling Thomas out for Criticism because of his insistence on a flesh-and-blood experience of the Risen Christ.
I suspect that the redirection, the reshaping that Christ gives to Thomas’ faith, the criticism, if that is the right

24 April at 3 pm

word, is not directed to Thomas’ need for a flesh-and-blood experience as the springboard of faith but in rather

Divine Mercy Sunday
Church of the Three Paons,
Rathgar

directed to the fact that. Long before he ever touched the marks of the nails, Thomas had had such a flesh-andblood experience of the Risen Christ and had failed o recognise it.

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls, especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of
My Tender Mercy are open…Mankind will not have peace until it
turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary, no. 699)

He had had it when he came back to the others after Christ’s first appearance to them, and he found them changed.
Less fearful, less uncertain. When Thomas found that crowd of people had become a gathering of believers, a

Holy Mass, Benediction, Chaplet,
Blessing with 1st Class Relic of St. Faustina
Confessions from 2.30pm

community reshaped by an experience of the resurrection, filled with the joy of it, he was being offered a very
human testimony indeed, very much a flesh-and-blood witness to the truth of the resurrection.

ARCHBISHOP FARRELL, LIVING THE HOPE OF
EASTER
“Easter is not just some date, but the meeting
with Jesus that restores our lives, and rekindles
the hope every person needs.” – Archbishop
Dermot Farrell
Archbishop Farrell has released his Easter 2022
Pastoral Letter, Living the Hope of Easter. It can
be read at https://dublindiocese.ie/living-thehope-of-easter/. A video of Archbishop Farrell
reading from his pastoral letter can be watched
at https://youtu.be/TdWLWj_lCEU/
Copies of Archbishop Farrell’s Pastoral Letter are
also available at the back of the church.

But Thomas missed that. For whatever his own reasons, he insisted on himself setting the terms for the testimony

First Penance for the children of Kildare Place,
Rathgar Junior and Rathgar National takes place
on Thursday the 28th of April at 7.30pm.
We ask for your prayers for the children their
parents and teachers as they continue on their
journey of preparation for first Holy Communion.

that he would accept, and in doing so, the testimony that was offered, the experience that was to have been his,
passed him by. Thomas was unwilling to put his trust in the community of believers, and in that, he very nearly
missed the reality of the Risen Christ.
stronger than was Thomas’ inadequacy was not that he doubted Christ. Rather, it was that he doubted Christ’s
people, their ability to truly represent him. May we be Thomas, surer in our acceptance of the gracefulness of the
community of believers.
Fr Andrew.

Affordable Live-in Homecare provides live-in carers for the elderly in
your area. If you are looking for a live-in carer for your relative, please
call Eileen or Tom today on 087 991 6791 or 087 744 0729. Our website is www.alhomecare.ie

